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~ History of‘?illsbury, Madison &
'.;Sutro by John" A Sutro, Sr._. _

I have been asked to tell you somethlng of the

Q_Ihlstory of the firm. I guess I am, the best quallfled

»

'because I have been around here the longest

The hlstory of the flrm has to start w1th Evans S.

g-Plllsbury, who vas’ the founder of the flrm. He was born in ffl

o Malne 1n 1839 In October 1861 he was comm1581oned as a .

: *_Lleutenant in the Malne Calvary. He fought with the Unlon

'“f s Army. He was in. the battle of Cedar Mountaln when he con-

N

s tracted dysentery and he was surveyed out of the’ Army. He_

- 3went back to Maine.i Hls doctor in Malne sald, "Well young['

::,man, is you want to llve awhlle you'd better go out to

'iCallfornla where they ve. got better Weather.? So he came-

out to the San Joaquin Valley, and went to Stockton. 'ﬁe

f;studled law, obv1ously he was not a lawyer at that po;nt.
‘He took the bar exams-—I guess they dldn t. have bar exams'”

in those days, but he was admltted to practlce in 1866.

He llved untll 1934 I thlnk 1t was..:So you can,f

'-see the medlcal adv1ce he got from the doctor back 1n 1861

" was. pretty good
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He was elected Dlstrict Attorney of San Joaquln j
County in the same. electlon as’ Mr. Llncoln ran for hlS

second term as pre31dent.

I thlnk 1t is on the seventh floor in the east
51de ‘there are some electlon tlckets that are up there that
_are really qulte hlstorlcal. They look llke they are about
an inch or so in w1dth and about that long and they are ¢ 
colored and they said they vote for Mr. Llncoln for presxdent
"and so forth down the bottom and vote for Mr. Plllsbury for _

District Attorney. They are hlstorlc.

Mr. Plllsbury practlced in San Joaquln County (as
v_‘I sald he was elected Distrlct Attorney) untll 1873 when he
‘came up to San Franclsco to- start pract1c1ng law. He had a‘fwfw
number of partners.' He ended up with a flrm called,.“Plllsbury,
Blanding & Hayne." It was around 1888 1889 or 1890 and’ the
offlces of the flrm were on the northwest corner of Leldesdorff
_:and Plne.. The bulldlng is Stlll there, it is a little b1t :
-of a thlng, about thls blg, and that was where the offices ; .v
were. It was not, obv1ously, a very large offlce. 'It
'consisted of Messrs. Pillsbury, Blandlng and Hayne; |

Mr. Pillsbury was by far and away the most actlve. In 1889,

Mr. Frank Madison came as a law clerk to- work for the firm

- while he studled law in Hastlngs.g He was admitted to practlce

in31892. In 1891, my father graduated from Harvard College.
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He came out and was employed as .a law clerk by Mr. Pillsbury
‘while he went to Hastings. Mr._Madison and my father had .
vdesks in the hall of the office. It was between the buSiness
'office where a very fine Brltish gentleman named Mr. Barnett
'ran the bus1ness end of the offlce. At the far end of the
office, down the hall past Mr. Madison s and my father si¢ _-
desks, Mr. E. S. Pillsbury had his desk,:or I should say had

his office._

'er. Pillsbury was 1n his office one day and
fSenator Falr,la client of hlS, came to see Mr. Pillsbury and
told Mr. Barnett that he would like to see hlm. So Mr Barnett .
walked down the hall, he did not realized that Senator Fair
- was follow1ng him, past my father s and Mr.xMadison s desks.nnw
Mr. Pillsbury, I guess, was readlng=a book rn his officeaand'
Mr. Barnett said; "Senator Fairlis;herevto‘see yoﬁi;gir.wy'
Well,-Mr.frillenry was known”more or'lese for his'profanity.ﬁ.
It wasn't bad, but he didn t look up from his book and said,
"Send the old son of a bitch in." At whloh Senator Fair dld

an about—-face and 1eft the office'and never came back

Another incident ofer;%PillsburY's very nractical
way of speaking was after the 1906 earthquake and fire, he _
and Mrs. Pillsbury were. walking down the street, Mrs, Pillsbury
said to him, "Bvans, don t .you think this would be an appropriate

' time to say that you w1ll never take the name of  the Lord_in.
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“yain again?" He turned.andvsaid,y“hellQno, how‘doii know

what He has ‘got upfhie_sleeve!"'

But he was a very finehlawyer and-veryigreat”mane-

HlS son, H. D Plllsbury came into the- flrm some years later

-and mny father s brother, Oscar Sutro.' After the Spanlsh--
.,_American war, Mr.. Plllsbury de01ded that it would be a |

pretty good idea to open up an- offlce in Manlla. So he got

my uncle, Oscar Sutro, to go out to Manlla to open up an

'offlce. He never went to Manlla hlmself but the flrm was

known as "Pillsbury & Sutro" out in Manlla.ﬁ That lasted for

awhlle. There were a number of 1awyers out there. There

‘was a man named :?'5 B Lawrence who had that flrm for _‘

.Iyears and later came 1nto San Francisco to practlce.

When ny uncle returned, H. D Plllsbury, Mr. E. S;

-;Plllsbury s son came 1nto ‘the flrm. Mr. Pillsbury decided :

that it would be approprlate after 1900 to make them partners.

The flrm became "Plllsbury,‘Madrson & Sutro,“ but Mr.- Plllsbury '

'felt that hls four Junlor partners were really qulte junlor,

so the 1etterhead sald,_"Law Offlces of Evans S Plllsbury

and;Plllsbury, Mad;son &;Sutro.",.It etayed ‘that way untrlaf

" the four junior“partners matured a 1ittle and“then he

‘“‘“‘Ehocked off“tﬁéw“LaW“Offiﬁes”Uf“EvanS“S““P1llsbury," and*“‘“"_““”*“'

just sald,.“Plllsbury, Madlson & Sutro."
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But he ‘was a very wonderful man.

'The firm, went from the D1v1dend Buildlng over here, ﬁ:'y

as I mentloned on Plne and Lledesdorff at Crocker Bulldlnq
and: then to the Nevada Bank Bulldlng which 1s now the'Wells ,;f
.Fargo Bank at 44 Montgomery, where 1t was housed in 1905
when the earthquake came.; In 1906, I should say. The ‘
office had one of the flnest law librarles anywhere, really
hlstoric, and the whole darn thlng was destroyed.' It_was
just a shame. | : - o
_ : .7\ ft

Here s perhaps one of the more 1nterest1ng 1nc1dents~
' ar1s1ng out of the 1906 flre and earthquake. Ve, . meanlng L
}Plllsbury, Madlson & Sutro, represented the Callfornla Wlne
A39001at10n, whlch was a valued and by far the larqest

cllent of the flrm.“fBear ih mlnd that after 1906 there were

two offlces, one in Oakland whlch was manned by Frank,Madlson
and Oscar Sutro and one in San Fran01sco, whlch would be -
manned by E S Plllsbury, H “D.. Plllsbury, and my father.prf
It Was a questlon of flndlng an offlce. My father often -
.told the story about how he and Mr, Plllsbury drove. around
. town in a horse and wagon 1ooking for an offlce and they |

- ended up out on Plne and Webster Streets, whlch 1s near the ;:

Hh'Flllmore DlStrlct. They found an offlce space there. I

_have often heard my father tell the story of how, when they



= found a. place and rented the office, that he leaned out the
Window With a 51gn that sald, "Law Offices of Pillsbury,

Madison & Sutro," and he tacked lt up whlle Mr. Plllsbury _

hung onto’ ‘his feet. That office building later became known

‘as the: Little Mills.Building.. For those of you who are not , .
too familiar w1th San Franc1sco, the Mills Bullding is up o
.:the street here, for years 1t housed many law offices.: I do‘

. not- know how many it houses today, because law offices have
:'gotten so much bigger. For a long tlme, the building at Plne f-

Mand Webster Streets was full of so many lawyers that tt was

'freferred to as’ the Little Mills Buildlng.

_. The firm then moved to the Kohl Building, which .t
is at.the corner of California and Montgomery Streets.;_'
EThat's my first recollection of 1t.; It was there until a

'-few years later when 1t moved to 200 Bush Street, Whlch is’ |
right across the street from here. It s thlS little buildlng |
right around the corner. That -was the original Standard Oll
~.Bu11ding, and Pillsbury, Madison & Sutro had the top floor.‘ ‘
If you look at the Standard 011 Company of California today }t,
‘ w1th 225 Bush and the building on Market Street and every-
"thlng out there 1n Contra Costa, think of what Standard Oll
‘“was 1n those days at - 200 Bush Street. When T said "look at
1t " you w1ll see what I am talking about. It housed the |

whole company, 1nc1uding Pillsbury, Madison & Sutro. yﬁ‘



This is- to show you how thlngs have changed.__la
waorked there as an offlce boy a few tlmes. There .was a
bllbrary w1th a flreplace in 1t. Mr. Plllsbury, who was veryn
.consc1ous of security and not havmng documents get spread
‘around, had a rule that the offlce boys would go to all the

. offlces at 4:30 or quarter to flve in the afternoon, collect

all the wastebaskets, put them 1n a baq and take them lnto o

'-the flreplace in. the llbrary and burn 1t up. Can you.v

conceive that being done today? =Thatxs;the way it was. =

When 225 Bush was bullt, 1f you look at it, it 1s o

,two bulldlngs, really. The flrst bulldlng was built in the

| vl920's and, as I said, it was less than half of what 225 Bush -

is- today, Lf you look at the bulldlng.« Plllsbury, Madlson & -

Sutro had part of the 19th Floor. I emphasxze "part of the
.119th floor." That. 1ncluded our llbrary and we had what we
called the outside office whlch would be the bu51ness offlce
'today. To glve you an 1dea of the dlfference between what
thlngs were’ then and what they are now, there was one man
'gwho ran all the bu31ness end of the offlce, hlS name was
Draycott. There was, one young man who kept the calendar,'
.derry MacMillan. “He kept calendar for the whole offlce
b'when you had to plead, when you had to go to trlal, and when
the statute of llmltatlons 1s run, and so forth There was: -
one offlce boy. The telephone system was handled by a |

’ lovely lady named Mrs. Townley, who had a sw1tchboard in -

. HM
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- one corner of thls office, and she handled all 1ncom1ng and
goutgoing calls. You couldn t call from your own offlce.

You had to go through what was called the PBX, Prlvate
Branch- Exchange Board. She handled all the- calls. So you
can v1suallze the size of the office then and what it is.

now. Then, as I sald, Plllsbury, Madlson & Sutro had only
.'part of the 19th Floor. Along came the thlrtles and Franklin.

Roosevelt and the New Deal leglslatlon, and things began to

'change.

When I came into the offlce in 1929, every 1awyer
‘did everythlng. You wrote w11ls, you flled petltlons to
probate wills, you trled and defended cases, you lncorporated.
incorporatlons, you wrote. the leases—~you dld everything.
But bear 1n mlnd there was no Natlonal Labor Relatlons
.Board, no Securltles Exchange Comm1551on and no Federal | |
Communlcations Comml891on. There were‘none of those regula— 3
-tory agenCLes, and the taxes were not the taxes they are
today. I will never forget one time, I was in the offlce of:-
Felix Smith, who was a very able, outstandlng lawyer in our~”
firm who unfortunately died at an early age, and somebody )
" came in and was klcking about the "blanklty blank Federal
laws that have been enacted by the Congress during the New
Deal Franklln Roosevelt years.“_ Mr. Smith sald,,"Don t be a3'
.y”damn fool, you ve never had 1t ‘80 good."y And if you look at

the laws of today, and you see what had been . done in the



areas of Securltles and Exehange Commiss10n, Federal Com—
.,munlcations Commissron, National Labor Relations Board, tax
laws~—you can see what it did for the lawyers—-made a lot

of business‘

y Things were dlfferent._ Now we have seven floors
of the- Standard 011 Building. We have space here, we're

getting some- space 1n the Russ Bulldlng.

I was. the 24th lawyer 1n Pillsbury, Madison &

) Sutro when I went to work in 1929 After World War IiI, we

. had 25 or 50 lawyers.f I remember at a firm lunch there was r.
some discuss10n whether we should stay the 81ze we are or ‘fu.
-should we grow With our clients., We concluded that it would
'xbe in the best 1nterest and more fair to the younger lawyers
1f we grew w1th our clients, which we have done, and you can ‘
‘See where we are. today. I got some - figures from the bu81ness
office this mornlng.f we have 297 1awyers, 17 legal assrstants,.
'and 19 paralegals, counting the secretaries and other service .
departments. There are ‘a total of 890 - people working at
Pillsbury, Madison & Sutro. In additlon to Whlch, I was
adv1sed that we've got 20 new associates comlng thlS fall.,

So you can see what S happened to Plllsbury, Madison &
{fSutro,: The business has grown. The clients of Pillsbury,’

Madisonf&“Sutro before ?rohibition were Unlted‘States | P



Smeltlng, Mlnlng and Reflnlng, one of the largest mlnrng

: companles in the world-—lt ‘no longer ex1sts--and Callfornlal
Wine Assoclatlon,lwhlch was our 1argest client. Prohibltlon
.kllled it. There* Was no telephone bu31ness in the early

days, It developed : Standard 011 came 1n later. Things

have changed now._ Look at what 8 happenlng in Slllcon f J
-,Valley and all the 1aw that is comlng out there today,

'whlch a couple years ago dld not ex1st. The size is hard to giv

believe. When I flrst became ‘a partner, there was a stock

exchange club whlch some of you may ‘be.- famlllar w1th, and
}the flrm meetlngs consrsted of ‘the partners of . whom there
'”were Frank Madlson and my” father.~ Oscar Sutro went down to ’
'Standard Oil because Mr. Klngsbury, who was CEO there,{”"
wanted hlm as an executlve v1ce preSLdent.' Mr..H. D.ya
Pillsbury left to become president of the telephone company.ﬂ
Felix Smlth, who I mentloned was an outstandlnq lawyer, was '
there along w1th Marshall Madlson and Gene Pr1nce-~I

_ guess I was the elghth partner, or somethlng llke that--

| and ‘the firm s meetlngs were held 1n the maln dlnlng room ofr

,‘the Stock Exchange Club Today we have our flrm s meetlng
Iat the Banker s Club 1n the boardroom. We had 100 people
there for lunch, or so. Thlngs have changed. I can remember
a: case, just to glve you ‘an- example of how thlngs are dlfferent.g
vI guess you heard of a movie actor named Harold Lloyd.l He @}f'.

had a movie called '"The Freshman." He was,sued for plagiarlsm

..lo... K



in the Federal'courtfin Los.Angeles;'United StateS”District
- Court in Los Angeles; He lost the case and he de01ded he

- wanted to take an appeal whlch was qulte obv10us.. It would=

'have busted us 1f he had not.; He was recommended to our

B flrm. I remember the day that case came 1n, we were may be

40 lawyers 1n the offlce then, or 30—odd Practlcally every
Lblawyer in the offlce was ass1gned some part of that case to

g0 to work on in the 11brary.- You just couldn t concelve of

anythlng llke ‘that today. I am very happy to say that the,ﬁf;ﬁ?'y

case was reversed and Mr. Lloyd won tHe. case and he was Very'w
happy.. , , _ _ S
Anotherllnterestlng a851gnment for young lawyers;
whlch regrettably no longer ex1sts was what we called the
roadman.- They. now’ have what I thlnk they call roadpersons.‘”:
_:They do the- fllings. But when a young lawyer passed the bar
-examlnatlons, he was assrgned to be the roadman.; That meant
) he did all the flllngs of all papers and all courts, Nlnth
Circuit Court, Unlted States Distrlct Court, Supreme Court
of Callfornia, Court of Appeals, Superlor Court and S0 - '33i
forth. He. argued all demurrers 1n the run—of the—mill case.rlygﬁ
He handled the petltloners for probates of w1lls, he handledfl
dlstrlbutlons, he argued demurrers--he argued most ln the

Federal and state courts--lt was really a wonderful experlence«

for a young lawyer.. ‘But- unfortunately, agaln becaaeeoof size,-"'ﬂ

today it wouldn t work.- Today a lawyer who 1s 1n 11t1gat10n R

-11-
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~*has a case, he goes out to court and argues ‘the demurrer or -

,argues a motion and takes the deposrtions and whatnot. Our‘
, roadperson 1s the one that carries the paper to the clerk"¢n3f
offices. So you just can £ have lt today llke 1t used to .

ber I think that that roadman jOb, whlch is what we called f'

élt, was hd wonderful trainlng JOb to give a young lawyer thegc"

‘ifeellng of being at home in court. e
I used to do all the defense work in seaman suits,:f
‘fthey were called Jones Aot cases. When a seaman on a;.
f,tanker got hurt, he would sue under the Jones Act._ H. D
'Colller was: the v1ce pres1dent 1n charge of the marlne
department.. There was no Chevron Shlpplng in’ those days.,»'

It was the marine department of Standard 011. I handled the35

= defense of the seaman suits. I'd go. to see Mr. Collier,

'v1ce pre51dent of the marine department, to discuss the case N

, 'before trial to find out whether we ought to try lt or

=settle 1t. One day when we got to talking about a case,
Mr. Colller began whooting the breeze with me--bear in mind -

he became the chlef executlve officer of Standard 011. 'He~‘

"'was in World War II or soon thereafter. He told me that hisf?"°

f‘flrst Job worklng at Standard was dr1v1ng a horse and wagon S

--deliverlng kerosene.:

There are a couple of 1ncidents which I mlght

mentlon because they are amuSLng, one she does not know

L -12-



about, or do you? About the furrier,‘Western.ﬁnion°i‘There
was a furrler on Geary Street,vwho had a lady come in w1th alu
repalr. 50 he took 1t and . he sent it to the repalrshop 1n A
the Mlssion Distrlct and have the repalr work done. When ;t ’
was done, the repair furrler-of the Mis51on Dlstrict oalled_u
Western Union, who was a cllent of ours, and had the fur :
dellvered C 0. D. to the furrier down here on Geary Street.
When the Western Union messenger arrlved at the furrler on
Geary Street, the. furrler said "Let me take a look at lt S
and he opened the package and found the fur and $31 32 to f:#”
pay.. So the repalrman from there said ”That s fine, now:
get out of here." He dldn t pay him the $31 32 he owed SO'
the fur repalrman out of Mission Street, 1nstead of sulng
the furrler on Geary Street, sued Western Unlon 1n the smalldw
clalms court. For some: reason that I could not never under—
stand, the- Judgment was agalnst Western Unlon. They should.
have brought 1t in for the other guy. But they didn' t. So, -
Western Unlon, as a matter of prlnclple, told our offlce to‘:-
get a trlal.;n~the Super;or Court.. And I was a351gned the

case, $31.32.

On Christmas Eve of 1931, the case was set. for
trlal, (I say Chrlstmas eve, but maybe December 22 or so),,,”
- the trlal was. set in the Superlor Court of’ Judge Michael

.Roach. When I got to thercourt I was. there a fewvmlnntesbﬁ

C =13~



'éarly. It was. quite entertaining, 1awyers those days wore a .
stiff collar and they wore derbys.: It was a very formal’ |
attire. The 1awyers were all. standing around talking about fj'

about Christmas and Christmas cheers and derbys and stiff

4”'j collars and so forth and the bailiff knocked on his: gavel

e

'and Judge Roach came in and called the calendar and my case *}"
”:was the first case on the calendar. So I stated the facts'vf

) N ,
and told the court that I have made a careful search of the»

cases in California and I could not find a case which was fﬁV.

. ﬁjdirectly in point but I aid have a New York supplement case;l a

'_'Judge Roach said, "Counsel, I ‘am, not interested in New YOrk 2;:
supplement cases, have you a California case’"' I said Nq,ttﬁ
'4Your Honor,‘I did my best to find one, but I couldn t find
one.; But I would like to tell you about this New York

case."' He said, “I am ‘not interested ‘ Furthermore, it iS-QV
"Christmas eve and T feel like giVing and judgment affirmed l{fs'*
I tell you I walked out of that courtroom about to blow up.' |

And I ‘dia not heSitate to express my opinion of Judge Roach ‘

ko’ everybody I saw. for quite awhile. o li

s

. 3?' Some SlX or seven years 1ater, I had a Jones Act

%case, a seaman suit, in the Federal court,-and by golly it '

'

was in Judge Roach's courtroom. By then he had become a

United States District Judge.ﬁ We had a jury in this court.'

I've never had such an experience in the trial. Everytime I

J;.._14-'-' .
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objected, he overruled my objection.- Every time plaintiff'

. counsel. objected, he sustained it. In those days you had to e

%‘object to instructions in Cite cases, and I did that and he

overruled them all.f Plaintiff he sustained :I said, -"What ;ijji

o the hell has that guy got against me. He has ‘never seen me
vbefore that Western Union case in the Superior Court.“.n

.After the Jury had returned its verdict, I am very happy to =

: dsay it was for Standard Oil Everybody left the court
.'except Judge Roach, a fellow named Jack S ' | _dzv”
'the clerk, and myself _ Judge Roach said to me, "Now let

them take it upstairs and try to get it reversed "’ He would;

‘rule against me on everything. And then he said,:“Have you
'ever tried a’ case in my court before?" And I said,'"Yes,'
'-Your Honor, but it was not in this court, it was in the
'Superior Court.“ 'He said, "Was Justice done that day?"" Andféu

-:1I said, "No, ¥our Honor, T don t think it was.? He said
"That case has been in my‘mind ever since because I don t

want any young lawyer walking out of court thinking justice

;has not been done." Isn t that amazing? So I gave him |

' quite an impression, Judge Roach.\;h

s

This is the one you asked me to tell about them. :

"lwe had a client called N. W. Ayer Adverlising Company With
-headquarters in Philadelphia. I don t know how many of you
are from California and how many know about artichokes, e

' but most of the artichokes in the u. S. are grown in an area'

—15-
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'.Wof Callfornla 11terally from San Franc;sco down to Monterey.:w;
In those days, there were practlcally no sales of artlchokes .
- outsrde Callfornla.A So N. W Ayer suggested to the artlchokes
growers that there mlght be qulte a market for artlchokes on
: nthe east coast. The artlchokes growers were 1nterested and

they formed an assoc1atlon solely for the purpose -of enterlng .

' hlnto a contract w1th N W Ayer to advertlse and exp101t the

sale of artlchokes on the east coast._ N W. Ayer did a very

S S

good job. The artlchokes growers were shrpplng llterally

refrigerated carloads of artlchokes to the east coast durlng

!

artichoke season.- For some: reason whlch nobody understood, lj_]f<
the artlchoke growers in the southern part of thls area
between -Ban Franclsco and Monterey got the 1dea that the

- l

artlchoke growers ‘in the northern area were getting all the

- arthhOkeS o Shlp east ‘and they were not qettlng any’ beneflt S

'of 1t, so they quit paylng thelr dues to the assoclatlon and
. the assoclatlon could not pay N. W Ayer because 1t didn't
fhave the money. And ‘80 they ended up owing N. W Ayeriv;ﬂ

”i$40 000 and N. W._Ayer came to our flrm and said "Would we

I

"help them collect thelr money?" 'So I called seVeral lawyers
'41n San Francisco who represented the more wealthy artichokes
"growers in thlS area, in the Half Moon Bay Area, 1f you know f
,what that is, and told them the problem. They sald certainly |
N. W. Ayer was entitled to the money and see what they could -f_td

~ do. . Time went by and nothlng happened. It was apparent f-

16
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”that one way to protect the lnterest of N W. Ayer was to ‘

file sult. So. I flled the suit 1n the Unlted States Dlstrict

Court and named as defendant every artlchoke grower who was?j

' da member of the assoc1at10n.- In order to get Jurisdlctlon;:“m~
*the named defendants had to be served. The only way to get

rthem served was to take one of the younger lawyers, younger

than me 1n the offlce and I wasn' t very old, ‘an automoblle f‘

‘and take a deputy marshall drlve from San Francmsco to

Monterey, llterally stopping 1n every artlchoke growers'
place and serv1ng them with summons and complalnts. Inc1dents,_

occurred Wthh I told you about whlch was - rather amu51ng.

-l7fi



