












Chapter _g 

E. S. Pillsbury to the start of'� Sa� 
Francisco gractice 1:E: 1874,

Evans Searle Pillsbury was born in Guilford, Maine, 

August 8, 1839. He died January 22, 1934, in Santa Barbara, 

California, and is buried in the military cemetery of the 

Presidio of San Francisco. 

He entered Bowdoin College in 1859. His degree, 

however, did not come until 1915, some 46 years later, and 

then in the form of an honorary Doctor of Laws, The reason 

for the delay was the Civil War. 

On October 15, 1861, Pillsbury was commissioned 

Second Lieutenant of the First Regiment of Maine Volunteer 

Oavalry and assigned to Company M, He was promoted to 

First Lieutenant on March 8, 1862 ., and became regimental 

ad,jutant. The regiment took part in General Pope's 

Virginia campaign of 1862. Lieutenant Pillsbury was engaged 

with it 1n the severe battle of Cedar Mountain, where on 

August 9, 1862 ., part of fope 1 s forces fought a drawn battle 

with Stonewall Jackson ., only to be disastrously defeated by 

Lee ., Jackson and Longstreet at Second Manassas or Second 

Bull Run three weeks later. 

Meanwhile Pillsbury had been incapacitated by 

dysentery, probably a worse foe than bullets to Civil War 

soldiers J and thereafter was only occasionally fit for 

duty. He was in the hospital when Antietam was fought on 

September 17, 1862, and while he soon after reported for 

duty at Frederick, Maryland, a recurrence of the disease 

put him back into the hospital. Failure to recover over a 

period of months led to his honorable discharge for physical 









































































































of Haven, Athearn� Chandler & Farmer. He was an excellent 

lawyer, very effective in court.· His high reputat1.on would have 

been even higher if his life span had been coupled with 

ordinary good health. He died in 1949, but illness from 

which there was no chance of ultimate recovery had greatly 

curtailed his activities for many years before his death. 

Almon E. Roth, a graduate of Stanford and Stanford 

Law School, conducted important cases for the firm during 

the period from 1917 until 1919 when he became Stan.ford's 

comptroller. In 1937 he left the quiet of the Uni ver·si ty 

to enter the new and turbulent field of labor law. There 

he has won a national reputation both as a lawyer and 

management representative. 

Harold H. Ashley graduated in 1910 from the 

University of California, where he was a varsity oarsman 

and Rugby player, Rugby being the brand of football then 

played between California and Stanford. He studied law at 

Boal t Hall, passed his bar examination i.n 1913, and joined 

the Pillsbury ., Madison & Sutro staff, where he was a 

colleague of Flaw, Roth, Farmer and Smith. He left the 

firm in March, 1920, to become Assistant Manager of 

Standard's land and lease department, the first cf many 

Pillsbury, Madison & Sutro lawyers to join Standard 1 s 

staff. Later he became a Vice President of the Bank of 

America, in charge of its Los Angeles trust department. 

He returned to Standard in 1938 and held important Company 

assignments 1n India and in the Middle East. 

Richard H. Morrison .io born in 1896 ., a Boalt Hall 

graduate who was employed by the firm in 1921, P.nter-ed 

Standard's land and lease department in 1923. He is 








































































